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‘Inspired to be the best that I can be’ 


Friday 8th May 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
Re: Year 1 Phonics Screening Check – Week Commencing Monday 8th June 2026
We are writing to inform you about the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check, which will take place during the week commencing Monday 8th June 2026. This is a statutory assessment for all Year 1 pupils in England and is designed to check children’s phonics knowledge and their ability to apply it when reading.
The Phonics Screening Check is a short, one‑to‑one assessment carried out by a familiar adult in school. It assesses children’s ability to read 40 words: 20 real words (e.g. farm, shout) & 20 pseudo (nonsense) words (e.g. strom, baip) Pseudo words are included to check that children can use their phonics skills rather than relying on memory or vocabulary. These words are marked with a small alien picture so that children know they are not real words. Each child is assessed individually in a quiet and supportive environment. The check usually takes around 5–10 minutes and if a child makes a mistake, they are encouraged to try again and are reassured throughout.
Children are familiar with this style of reading as it reflects daily phonics teaching and practice in school. Children are required to achieve a national pass mark (set by the Department for Education) to meet the expected standard. Results will be shared with parents in the end‑of‑year school report and children who do not meet the expected standard in Year 1 will be given additional support and will retake the check in Year 2.
The best way to support your child is through regular, positive reading practice and encouraging them to use their phonics knowledge to sound out unfamiliar words, blend sounds together confidently and read aloud with enjoyment and without pressure. We have provided a range of helpful materials on our school website, including: Guidance for parents about the Phonics Screening Check, home phonics support activities & previous phonics screening check papers for familiarisation. Please visit the School Information / Curriculum / Phonics & Early Reading section of the school website to access these.
If you have any questions or concerns about the check, phonics teaching, or how to support your child at home, please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher.
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours Sincerely,

Mrs Jo Downing 
Early Reading and Phonics lead

Headteacher: Helen Colcombe
CEO: Lee Gray
Tel: 01527 543187
E-mail: office@vfs.endeavourschools.org






[image: ][image: ]     
[image: ][image: Image result for food for life bronze award logo][image: ]		
                                                                                           

image1.png
Shires




image2.jpeg
/ 4 THE

(' JAYNOR
First School

Knowledge and Creativity




image3.jpeg
& Q
(RN

Artsmark
Silver Award
Awarded by Arts
Council England




image4.jpeg
p—
[{] p——
5

UACT AR





image5.png
Healthy




image6.png
SOl 4cciafin
st




image7.jpeg
A NG

ACHIEVEMENT

%@E





